Personal “Geologic” Timescale Homework Assignment

Geologic Time is broken down into:

	EON
Two or more geological eras form an Eon, which is the largest division of geologic time


	
ERA
Two or more geologic periods comprise an era


	
PERIOD
The period is the basic unit of geologic time in which a single type of rock system is formed


	
EPOCH
An epoch is a division of a geologic period; it is the smallest division of geologic time


	
AGE
An age is a unit of geologic time which is distinguished by some feature (like an Ice Age). 


Divisions:
The divisions of geologic time have no “set” time period.  They are not like years (365 days) or days (24 hours), they are separated by important events!

Make a time scale based on your life so far. Divide the activities or events into eons, eras, periods, and epochs. Remember the longest subdivision of time (eons) and the shortest (epochs).  Remember also that each unit of time is separated or marked by specific important events like moving, break-ups, relationships, etc.  So, split up your time scale using major events from your life.  My advice is to divide your life into Eons, then divide your Eons into Eras, etc.  Name these as you like or use a few of the real names such as Pre-Cambrian, Phanerozoic, Paleozoic, Mesozoic and Cenozoic, and use them properly.

For example:

If you had a "Teenage Eon" for your teenage years and you moved to a new town, you could have a "Waitsfield Era" for your early years spent in Waitsfield and a "Waterbury Era" that sets apart the years after you moved.  Each Era would be divided into Periods based on other smaller events, perhaps during the Teenage Eon, Waterbury Era you didn't have a girlfriend and then you did.   You could have an early Waterbury Era Period called "Nogirlfriend Period" and a later one for the time that you had a girlfriend.  Got it?

Personal Geologic Time Scale

Earth Space Science

Time is divided into Eons, Eras, Periods, Epochs                 

________
The subdivisions used properly, in the proper order 

            ________

Each unit is marked (starts and finishes) by a significant event        ________

The unit names match with the major events that determine them    ________

Some creativity is evident in the completion of the project

________

+ = Proficient

√ = Developing

- = Beginning

Final Grade ____________
